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“Are we rising again?” “No. On the contrary.” “Are we descending?” “Worse than that, captain!

“BATBREFATHE?" N2, Bk, " “BAHEFBEDG 2" “LLARERE, Mk ! —

we are falling!” “For Heaven’s sake heave out the ballast!” “There! the last sack is empty!” —

BAVETEE | "X, EERYESNEES ! T ! &E—TMOREBEET | " —

“Does the balloon rise?” “No!” “I hear a noise like the dashing of waves. The sea is below the

car! —

CSEKELFIG?” TCEITE T —MMBORBIREVE S, BKEFETE ! —

It cannot be more than 500 feet from us!” —
B EEHEIT500%kR ! ”

“Overboard with every weight! ... everything!”

‘FENEWSBNLE | . FENEE

Such were the loud and startling words which resounded through the air, above the vast watery
desert of the Pacific, about four o’clock in the evening of the 23rd of March, 1865.

XEREMEZADIIEEELIS65FIA23H FTFURES, MUIAIFE EyKE £

Few can possibly have forgotten the terrible storm from the northeast, in the middle of the
equinox of that year. —

RUOBABRGICHEEXNTEERBZHAI8HE3A26HEFRILGERIFITHA R, —

The tempest raged without intermission from the 18th to the 26th of March. Its ravages were
terrible in America, Europe, and Asia, covering a distance of eighteen hundred miles, and

extending obliquely to the equator from the thirty-fifth north parallel to the fortieth south parallel.

IR XML E R EI R HA0ENGE, B3R TEM. BUNFIIN, $HETARX, 218
KiA1800%E, —

Towns were overthrown, forests uprooted, coasts devastated by the mountains of water which
were precipitated on them, vessels cast on the shore, which the published accounts numbered
by hundreds, whole districts leveled by waterspouts which destroyed everything they passed
over, several thousand people crushed on land or drowned at sea; —

PR SR, ARMUDERIRE, BREEMARMENERRE, AP LR, BEREHUET,
BMMEX B K EHER, LT AREERGE EEEEESRTR; —

such were the traces of its fury, left by this devastating tempest. —

XIpWKMERNRE T TEHERZIE, —
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It surpassed in disasters those which so frightfully ravaged Havana and Guadalupe, one on the
25th of October, 1810, the other on the 26th of July, 1825.

EERMEHIEE L83 T 18105108258 1182557 H26 HEM FLARHI/N1E 2 & B el tAAIX,
Ko

But while so many catastrophes were taking place on land and at sea, a drama not less
exciting was being enacted in the agitated air.

BYERGIALE DR E ML S RIEMRR, EFIANDGE—R&EEIEXNEENZH,

In fact, a balloon, as a ball might be carried on the summit of a waterspout, had been taken into
the circling movement of a column of air and had traversed space at the rate of ninety miles an
hour, turning round and round as if seized by some aerial maelstrom.

FX L, —RRKMNEIKITEE —IRIEENZESHETRE, UE/IIH0RERMERESFHZ(E], 5%
S M= iieR R — NS H RS,

Beneath the lower point of the balloon swung a car, containing five passengers, scarcely visible
in the midst of the thick vapor mingled with spray which hung over the surface of the ocean.
ESHKW NRBNE—NER, EELELRER, I FREEREXEKENEEEZSF,
BEEBFERE LT,

Whence, it may be asked, had come that plaything of the tempest? —

AJCAR), XANMBEIITYIZMBE R ? —

From what part of the world did it rise? It surely could not have started during the storm. —

EMERBP TG BER LR ? EEENRERNEF~ERN, —

But the storm had raged five days already, and the first symptoms were manifested on the
18th. —
BXRREEEZFLETARX, FXREREMELSH, —

It cannot be doubted that the balloon came from a great distance, for it could not have traveled
less than two thousand miles in twenty-four hours.

EXEEE], XPMRKBNRIZHIHT YRE), BACHE24/NARGEITEL TRTRE,

At any rate the passengers, destitute of all marks for their guidance, could not have possessed

the means of reckoning the route traversed since their departure. —

TR, RFA(VREEMAIRSEIIESM], BAIEETERECHARITENFER, —

It was a remarkable fact that, although in the very midst of the furious tempest, they did not
suffer from it. —

—PMEINEEMEXRE, REEATREIINFNESF, hMF2EXEm, —
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They were thrown about and whirled round and round without feeling the rotation in the

slightest degree, or being sensible that they were removed from a horizontal position.

i ARE L, BLEREREKEEE, RERIRAMITRMKEUERT.

Their eyes could not pierce through the thick mist which had gathered beneath the car. —

IR LEZFE T HRENKE, —

Dark vapor was all around them. Such was the density of the atmosphere that they could not

be certain whether it was day or night. —

RERFSESEMN. K|WEZRERINETERERAREIRER, —

No reflection of light, no sound from inhabited land, no roaring of the ocean could have reached
them, through the obscurity, while suspended in those elevated zones. —

REEIALNRE, SEREEABRENMHNES, SBIBFEEEESZEMRT Y
A EE, BAEREST

Their rapid descent alone had informed them of the dangers which they ran from the waves. —

R AATRYBOR T BRI SR T AN RRERERIMGI, —

However, the balloon, lightened of heavy articles, such as ammunition, arms, and provisions,
had risen into the higher layers of the atmosphere, to a height of 4,500 feet. —

AT, [IKENF TENYm, WEX RBMEY, A TXRSENESE, S1A45005RR,

The voyagers, after having discovered that the sea extended beneath them, and thinking the

dangers above less dreadful than those below, did not hesitate to throw overboard even their

most useful articles, while they endeavored to lose no more of that fluid, the life of their

enterprise, which sustained them above the abyss.

ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ‘]&iﬁ‘Im;"@ﬂfﬂtﬂ‘]'ﬁ‘iE’\JETHI?E, N ERGIEE T ANEDEH, ERRBMERT
ERREANYRE, RNSHRNBRESEMIERMN EARIMRIER, thiFlayEes,

The night passed in the midst of alarms which would have been death to less energetic souls.

RGEERNERTEY, EAREEENNRMR, XATEIERGN. —

Again the day appeared and with it the tempest began to moderate. —

XR—REIMT, BEXNRARAEE, —

From the beginning of that day, the 24th of March, it showed symptoms of abating. —
MEB—XBFER, 3F240, EETHESEINTESR, —



Book 1 Chapter 1 (g : AR TK SKIKMESRFL)

At dawn, some of the lighter clouds had risen into the more lofty regions of the air. —

R=ER, —ERENTEEEAANTESHNEH, —

In a few hours the wind had changed from a hurricane to a fresh breeze, that is to say, the rate
of the transit of the atmospheric layers was diminished by half. —

AN R, MEZMRBXER TEMIMK, B, KSEMNEEERERL T —F, —

It was still what sailors call “a close-reefed topsail breeze,” but the commotion in the elements
had none the less considerably diminished.

AR BRI EAR, EX[TEPRNENRERLT,

Towards eleven o’clock, the lower region of the air was sensibly clearer. —

Frit—m, ESFEREERW T, —

The atmosphere threw off that chilly dampness which is felt after the passage of a great
meteor. —

REHFER—[FQE, EWN—NMAX[RILEARERN, —

The storm did not seem to have gone farther to the west. It appeared to have exhausted itself.

EXNOFRBERERALRE, EUFELERBR. —

Could it have passed away in electric sheets, as is sometimes the case with regard to the
typhoons of the Indian Ocean?

RGENZIFEREN—1F, JHRTEREIZHL ?

But at the same time, it was also evident that the balloon was again slowly descending with a
regular movement. —

BEE, SKXAREETRE, RIFTEAVEIEEH., —

It appeared as if it were, little by little, collapsing, and that its case was lengthening and
extending, passing from a spherical to an oval form. —

ELESKEEEEMER, ERNNTERERE, HREZHHER., —

Towards midday the balloon was hovering above the sea at a height of only 2,000 feet. —
[EFEfS, SHKEFERBAREB2,000RRNEE, —

It contained 50,000 cubic feet of gas, and, thanks to its capacity, it could maintain itself a long
time in the air, although it should reach a great altitude or might be thrown into a horizontal
position.

EXEES0,0000 . FRRSEKR, HTFHEHETE, ErlUEZPIEEKENE, REFJEIIARS
SRR EIKEAIE,
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Perceiving their danger, the passengers cast away the last articles which still weighed down the
car, the few provisions they had kept, everything, even to their pocket-knives, and one of them,
having hoisted himself on to the circles which united the cords of the net, tried to secure more
firmly the lower point of the balloon.

EMT B, fE(NNETNHAEFEEFINRE—EYm, RENLVERY, —t], EZE{]
MkES 1R, HE— A, TCREEMNELNF L, KEEFEMEE SIKATT &8,

It was, however, evident to the voyagers that the gas was failing, and that the balloon could no
longer be sustained in the higher regions. —
EARFNEZLRMIAETRL, SKEEL ZEESEX PR, —

They must infallibly perish!
AR K |

There was not a continent, nor even an island, visible beneath them. —

EMNHNTHERE—1MKM, EE—1BI5ATH, —

The watery expanse did not present a single speck of land, not a solid surface upon which their
anchor could hold.

ARG, BAE—2fht, 28 RRHRE ] BMER b6,

¥

It was the open sea, whose waves were still dashing with tremendous violence! —
XR—RINAREANAESEE | —

It was the ocean, without any visible limits, even for those whose gaze, from their commanding
position, extended over a radius of forty miles. —

X — R ZAXRiEFE, BEZISEMITSZEENMUE LA, MEeTAIEEHRRIN+RENF1Z
SEEAR, BEAEAR, —

The vast liquid plain, lashed without mercy by the storm, appeared as if covered with herds of
furious chargers, whose white and disheveled crests were streaming in the wind. —

XA ENRTERMITHERKTE, BERGELHLEIFNEDSES, EMNNEERELAIR
REXPINZ. —

No land was in sight, not a solitary ship could be seen. —
ARFIEAMRM, BAR—RMZAmR. —

It was necessary at any cost to arrest their downward course, and to prevent the balloon from
being engulfed in the waves. —
AT IARNE— M BELEIKTE,, BlESIKMBRER, —
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The voyagers directed all their energies to this urgent work. —
FTEMN2NUEHITIMESNTE, —

But, notwithstanding their efforts, the balloon still fell, and at the same time shifted with the
greatest rapidity, following the direction of the wind, that is to say, from the northeast to the
southwest.

B2, REMIMSEH, [IKEKATE, HEUSRRINEETRMUE, INEXEEIE, HHEN
RILEIPARE,

Frightful indeed was the situation of these unfortunate men. —

XEREZPHANBRELMIIRER, —

They were evidently no longer masters of the machine. All their attempts were useless. —

REAE, (IABEEXMER. tMNAEZHESRESTI. —

The case of the balloon collapsed more and more. —

SHEERARANE, —

The gas escaped without any possibility of retaining it. —
SATERIRE, TEtiE, —

Their descent was visibly accelerated, and soon after midday the car hung within 600 feet of
the ocean.
IR FEEAMRT, EFIEARX, ASIKEEERBEIN6005RRAHTT,

It was impossible to prevent the escape of gas, which rushed through a large rent in the silk. —
TEBLIESEtR, SEPdLf X0, —

By lightening the car of all the articles which it contained, the passengers had been able to
prolong their suspension in the air for a few hours. —
BREREE, REINMNUELERTEZPNEERELNNE, —

But the inevitable catastrophe could only be retarded, and if land did not appear before night,
voyagers, car, and balloon must to a certainty vanish beneath the waves.

(EARFBEHAIER BEWIELE, NRETERBIERIFESEHN, MiITE. FMRIKVESEBER
THEEX,

They now resorted to the only remaining expedient. —

A IR AESE TR AN E— R TR N 2185, —

They were truly dauntless men, who knew how to look death in the face. —
fifIREEAREMA, EREEIELT, —
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Not a single murmur escaped from their lips. —

I MEEHeE — 4585, —

They were determined to struggle to the last minute, to do anything to retard their fall. —
RO RE—Z, R—UISNEFFRE, —

The car was only a sort of willow basket, unable to float, and there was not the slightest
possibility of maintaining it on the surface of the sea.
ZHR—MUIRREANET, LTixTZE, RENFTEEIFEEE L,

Two more hours passed and the balloon was scarcely 400 feet above the water.
2 SIKEKE XN E ARRN4002 RS,

At that moment a loud voice, the voice of a man whose heart was inaccessible to fear, was
heard. —
EH—Z, — T EEmE, IR—MORBELEVWANEET., —

To this voice responded others not less determined. “Is everything thrown out?” —

Hit \tBREIHFRRMEBINEXNFE, “—tIENHLETE?” —

“No, here are still 2,000 dollars in gold.” A heavy bag immediately plunged into the sea. —
8B, REXB20002THEE, " —MNENRFIUZEETEE,

“Does the balloon rise?” “A little, but it will not be long before it falls again.” —
SEREELA?HUMEAT —R, BERAMESBR TR, "—

“What still remains to be thrown out?” “Nothing.” “Yes! the car!” —

EEH AREBENHE 2" 988, "B I —

“Let us catch hold of the net, and into the sea with the car.”

SERAIMER, BEDEEE,

This was, in fact, the last and only mode of lightening the balloon. —
XEHLBRRKSHKNREE—FE —

The ropes which held the car were cut, and the balloon, after its fall, mounted 2,000 feet. —
BEREWIERT, FWNTE, SHKLEFAT20008R, —

The five voyagers had hoisted themselves into the net, and clung to the meshes, gazing at the
abyss.

LUMMITEERKIEBCHEETMLE, AZMEMIR, ARERM.
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The delicate sensibility of balloons is well known. —

IR ERBERATEM, —

It is sufficient to throw out the lightest article to produce a difference in its vertical position. The

apparatus in the air is like a balance of mathematical precision. —

RENEERBNYEMESEHEEEVENTH, EPNRENEREFR/ENKFE, —

It can be thus easily understood that when it is lightened of any considerable weight its

movement will be impetuous and sudden. —

FUEFIUREZIERE, SERETEER, ENGIRESRMEAN, —

So it happened on this occasion. But after being suspended for an instant aloft, the balloon
began to redescend, the gas escaping by the rent which it was impossible to repair.
E—RMRETEMER. BEREFET—2/LE, [SHKARTE, SAEITHEENROME
tHo

The men had done all that men could do. No human efforts could save them now.

BSMIBEERT —tIATIFRERNSE ., MELBEM AT 0] AREF A,

They must trust to the mercy of Him who rules the elements.
ft A T KGR AR £ =2 TT R,

At four o’clock the balloon was only 500 feet above the surface of the water.
Me%E, SIKBEKFEE{XAE500&R,

A loud barking was heard. A dog accompanied the voyagers, and was held pressed close to
his master in the meshes of the net.

ER—IEIERFE. BE—RBEFREEMITEN, WEZMBENIRST, FEOEA

“Top has seen something,” cried one of the men. Then immediately a loud voice shouted,—
“TopBEI T4, BIMBFRFREE, £EBE—1FaAUE, -

“Land! land!” The balloon, which the wind still drove towards the southwest, had since daybreak
gone a considerable distance, which might be reckoned by hundreds of miles, and a tolerably
high land had, in fact, appeared in that direction. —

‘Bt ! B | SIKIDEX R EBERE S E, BRRUREEE THIIZMNEE, THUHER
B, B, BMARWEEIN T — MBSk, —

But this land was still thirty miles off. —
B FEIABI0RER, —

10
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It would not take less than an hour to get to it, and then there was the chance of falling to
leeward.

ZIEMLEARSLTF—/NE, MEZERE FIHAYTEEM,

An hour! Might not the balloon before that be emptied of all the fluid it yet retained?
— NN EBRZAISHKERAREL T EME T EBFHIRIR?

Such was the terrible question! The voyagers could distinctly see that solid spot which they

must reach at any cost. —
EFZ PR O | fiTETEWIRER T SRR E—tIRNEIAM B S, —

They were ignorant of what it was, whether an island or a continent, for they did not know to
what part of the world the hurricane had driven them. —

i FXRA AMBE T2 AHE, TER— 1M BISER—PKEE, Bt 1RENE N XA 1]
Rl R EB D, —

But they must reach this land, whether inhabited or desolate, whether hospitable or not.
BERMINSVREAX F PG, TXEREABRELRERR, ERAERELFE.

It was evident that the balloon could no longer support itself! —

EMmZN, [SKELLEXEBST | —

Several times already had the crests of the enormous billows licked the bottom of the net,
making it still heavier, and the balloon only half rose, like a bird with a wounded wing. —
ERIVRIFEZBURRE TK, FEHESKTFEMNLE, SHKNNE—IAZGHENEF =
7. —

Half an hour later the land was not more than a mile off, but the balloon, exhausted, flabby,
hanging in great folds, had gas in its upper part alone. —

FRfE, EHEMIAE—RE, BESIKELERNE, TER/LEBYE, RELHEESAE.

The voyagers, clinging to the net, were still too heavy for it, and soon, half plunged into the sea,
they were beaten by the furious waves. —

RENZZMER, BMITNEEMNAITE, RR, —FANEBHR, BERNSRBIT. —

The balloon-case bulged out again, and the wind, taking it, drove it along like a vessel. —

SHIRBREE, MAHEE, G—RE—HFEmRE —

Might it not possibly thus reach the land?
I8 E P BERAIX FF HEIA Pt AL 2

11
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But, when only two fathoms off, terrible cries resounded from four pairs of lungs at once. —

BR, SEBENAENRMRERN, AR THFRERRmEZ, —

The balloon, which had appeared as if it would never again rise, suddenly made an unexpected
bound, after having been struck by a tremendous sea. —

SK, BERMUFBULTEAE, RARMK—IREXWBRES, LTI, —

As if it had been at that instant relieved of a new part of its weight, it mounted to a height of
1,500 feet, and here it met a current of wind, which instead of taking it directly to the coast,
carried it in a nearly parallel direction.

MBEER—ZIRETHHN—HIEE—HF, EAFRITIS00RRINSE, LHRERT—RX,
KETRE T JLFFETRAE,

At last, two minutes later, it reproached obliquely, and finally fell on a sandy beach, out of the
reach of the waves.
&a, AnHE, ERXERS, REREET NI LE, ZEERMMZTE.,

The voyagers, aiding each other, managed to disengage themselves from the meshes of the
net. —

REANEMEFEE, AN PR LR, —

The balloon, relieved of their weight, was taken by the wind, and like a wounded bird which
revives for an instant, disappeared into space.

[IK, BETHATNEEZRE, BNEE, ME—NTHEANENFENRHE L —HFEERES
.

But the car had contained five passengers, with a dog, and the balloon only left four on the
shore.
BEREINMEFEEEHITARESE, 26— R, MRIXKIFTUAERF L.

The missing person had evidently been swept off by the sea, which had just struck the net, and
it was owing to this circumstance that the lightened balloon rose the last time, and then soon
after reached the land. —
KIEFMWABAWERAET, BARNABRELT TEN, EREAMZINERE, SKETHRE—
R, RERREE T FE, —

Scarcely had the four castaways set foot on firm ground, than they all, thinking of the absent
one, simultaneously exclaimed, “Perhaps he will try to swim to land! —
M5 B E RIS E R, MmIESBERNIAERWA, BRRILE: "BiFtSidEREF

Bl —

12
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Let us save him! let us save him!”

IEFAF | LRt

13
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Those whom the hurricane had just thrown on this coast were neither aeronauts by profession
nor amateurs. —

XLEHERE XU MINER X BRI ABARE W ¥TR, EARWREFE, —

They were prisoners of war whose boldness had induced them to escape in this extraordinary
manner.

f=REE, EJofth1a9ARREE A M7k TR,

A hundred times they had almost perished! —

il IF&kaGs T—BR ! —

A hundred times had they almost fallen from their torn balloon into the depths of the ocean. —

L F AR K REERBIRE—BER, —

But Heaven had reserved them for a strange destiny, and after having, on the 20th of March,
escaped from Richmond, besieged by the troops of General Ulysses Grant, they found
themselves seven thousand miles from the capital of Virginia, which was the principal
stronghold of the South, during the terrible War of Secession. —

Barmizibtftt{iliE TR, ME3IH20H, AT FHT 18 =451 ZE RV ERRA B IAY B LAk AR K
fa, LB CEHETELER, NEAREENHE, BECFENIREF, —

Their aerial voyage had lasted five days.

M= 2 k¥4 T AKX,

The curious circumstances which led to the escape of the prisoners were as follows:
SHALRLERHFFEAMAT:

That same year, in the month of February, 1865, in one of the coups de main by which General
Grant attempted, though in vain, to possess himself of Richmond, several of his officers fell into
the power of the enemy and were detained in the town. —

A—FEM2H1865F, ERZAFREFUBETHNELHIN/LARETR, I IBEEBARATF
B, ARXAERE, —

One of the most distinguished was Captain Cyrus Harding. —

HER—USRNEHWEFHNE-BTHK. —

He was a native of Massachusetts, a first-class engineer, to whom the government had
confided, during the war, the direction of the railways, which were so important at that time. —

R DFESMA, —B—RIIEN, SFHERAFSEMARKIRNERE, IEIRIEEE

=:5)
ZZo

14
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A true Northerner, thin, bony, lean, about forty-five years of age; —

—MEIERIEHBA, EHl, SENE, XAMU+AHS; —

his close-cut hair and his beard, of which he only kept a thick mustache, were already getting
gray. He had one-of those finely-developed heads which appear made to be struck on a medal,
piercing eyes, a serious mouth, the physiognomy of a clever man of the military school. —
IS BIRISL R MEBM, RBT —LIKBREEF, BEEAREH, thEEPMELRREKIE N THIT
EIEMERS, BEWIMRE, —KmRIE, BR— 1MERBRPANER. —

He was one of those engineers who began by handling the hammer and pickaxe, like generals

who first act as common soldiers. —

R ABFMIFEN A IR LIEIH, MENZELTEARITINEE %

Besides mental power, he also possessed great manual dexterity. —

BRTEN, tEBEERENFIRT. —

His muscles exhibited remarkable proofs of tenacity. —

RN R LR R, —

A man of action as well as a man of thought, all he did was without effort to one of his vigorous
and sanguine temperament. —
—PMEBESITHHENA, MEH—tEEAES, W H X7 E DMK ERIRIRRE
-\L}‘Eo -

Learned, clear-headed, and practical, he fulfilled in all emergencies those three conditions
which united ought to insure human success—activity of mind and body, impetuous wishes, and
powerful will. —

BF. LEM. XBEXE, thE— RSB A TEHAES THRIERAEMINN = FME-BENk
AR, BEZIMEBEURBENEE, —

He might have taken for his motto that of William of Orange in the 17th century: —

el geiE R =AM BEEHRFHECHERE: —
“l can undertake and persevere even without hope of success.” —

“BERBMINNAE, RBEREHFRIFTE " —

Cyrus Harding was courage personified. He had been in all the battles of that war. —

FREHT- IR T IR T RIS, thBSINT A FHIRBERt, —

After having begun as a volunteer at lllinois, under Ulysses Grant, he fought at Paducabh,
Belmont, Pittsburg Landing, at the siege of Corinth, Port Gibson, Black River, Chattanooga, the
Wilderness, on the Potomac, everywhere and valiantly, a soldier worthy of the general who
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said, “l never count my dead!” —

s ANERIEFEMNFBIE AL A B=F0EREE, ST, IUREE. LREZF.
BRI, BTSSR, B BESN. REUMEIES=MNES, THAE, BRLR,
—ANEBRURT HAARNTERNETSE | ‘S EEEN TR, —

And hundreds of times Captain Harding had almost been among those who were not counted
by the terrible Grant; —
HERX, BT LRESFAABERFTRINB =B TERANAZ—; —

but in these combats where he never spared himself, fortune favored him till the moment when
he was wounded and taken prisoner on the field of battle near Richmond. —

BEXLL:stt, ARIRIEBEC, FozHm—EEMEM, BEtEMLTELIRINA%7 £
HERIFNAR—2], —

At the same time and on the same day another important personage fell into the hands of the
Southerners. —

E—X, B—z, Z—UEZBAMBEBZATEAAFH, —

This was no other than Gideon Spilen, a reporter for the New York Herald, who had been
ordered to follow the changes of the war in the midst of the Northern armies.

iR T EE-HEM, ALAEBRKRN—RICE, MRKERIRGFHNRMN, BRILHETR,

Gideon Spilett was one of that race of indomitable English or American chroniclers, like Stanley
and others, who stop at nothing to obtain exact information, and transmit it to their journal in the
shortest possible time. —

T & S AMERAMANEN RN RESEERNICE, GENBRFIEMA, 1A TE—1TFRE
EWER, RRMEARSGMINNERE —

The newspapers of the Union, such as the New York Herald, are genuine powers, and their
reporters are men to be reckoned with. —

BXFBEOIRAR, LLANALY%RR, REEMNHET, MIWIEERLONEEBHIA. —

Gideon Spilett ranked among the first of those reporters: —

Sl G HENSERLCERRRRIINA —

a man of great merit, energetic, prompt and ready for anything, full of ideas, having traveled
over the whole world, soldier and artist, enthusiastic in council, resolute in action, caring neither
for trouble, fatigue, nor danger, when in pursuit of information, for himself first, and then for his
journal, a perfect treasury of knowledge on all sorts of curious subjects, of the unpublished, of
the unknown, and of the impossible. —

R—MEEBTENA, BFEND. RETH, WEASEESE, EFEE, WHHSR,
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REANNZAR, AW LERFHRE, EITIPRET, RREEERNTIES 2B, BEMER
HAEF, RN THC, ARRATHAERE, MNSMHSRED. RAANER. RN
SRNARNEBTUERE. —

He was one of those intrepid observers who write under fire, “reporting” among bullets, and to

whom every danger is welcome.

IR NFEIE, "MEHERPHILTRATE, WK, S—MERaEZ I,

He also had been in all the battles, in the first rank, revolver in one hand, note-book in the
other; grape-shot never made his pencil tremble. —

SN THREH, BHEE %, —FEELLFR, —FEEFEICK; EEARIEMIVIGE
Bk, —

He did not fatigue the wires with incessant telegrams, like those who speak when they have
nothing to say, but each of his notes, short, decisive, and clear, threw light on some important
point. —

S B EIBLEZIEFIHRIIA — AR A HABERKREFEL, MEMNE—FKiEAE, B2
1E, RERFEMIRY, H[—LEZRV0@TER THHE, —

Besides, he was not wanting in humor. It was he who, after the affair of the Black River,
determined at any cost to keep his place at the wicket of the telegraph office, and after having
announced to his journal the result of the battle, telegraphed for two hours the first chapters of
the Bible. It cost the New York Herald two thousand dollars, but the New York Herald published
the first intelligence.

me, b EFUER, MERACHENER, MRAENME—IIRNREECEERDLE
MAE, AERREERERRE, EEANNTET (RE) FL)LE, XEETHLYLRRER
FE7T, BALERKRATETRMES,

Gideon Spilett was tall. He was rather more than forty years of age. —

SEE HEREEMEX, el +s, —

Light whiskers bordering on red surrounded his face. —

HAREMIRKNBTFESEMRE. —

His eye was steady, lively, rapid in its changes. —
AR T IE. &%, THTUE, —

It was the eye of a man accustomed to take in at a glance all the details of a scene. —
XER— NIRRT IREEZROANRE, —
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Well built, he was inured to all climates, like a bar of steel hardened in cold water.

SHRESEMMt IR TEMSUE, MR- NELKPRET N RE,

For ten years Gideon Spilett had been the reporter of the New York Herald, which he enriched

by his letters and drawings, for he was as skilful in the use of the pencil as of the pen. —
TEXR, FER-HERGE—EEANSERRICE, B EEHMEEEREFEIER,
EAtEREMHEE L —FASL, —

When he was captured, he was in the act of making a description and sketch of the battle. —

SfthiRFR, ftIECEICRFASHIZESF, —

The last words in his note-book were these: —

fEiLA ENRE—RER: —

“A Southern rifleman has just taken aim at me, but—" The Southerner notwithstanding missed
Gideon Spilett, who, with his usual fortune, came out of this affair without a scratch.
‘—EBEARMREFEREN, B— AMAMEALAANAREE, Fi8R E RSN
MXIHEEL P & Tt E K,

Cyrus Harding and Gideon Spilett, who did not know each other except by reputation, had both
been carried to Richmond. —

FENSHNTER-MEERE, RTEIFERIRI, ARNARKL, BASEFRELR —

The engineer’s wounds rapidly healed, and it was during his convalescence that he made
acquaintance with the reporter. —

THEImpHBOREZER, mMeEthRERE, thiNRTieE, —

The two men then learned to appreciate each other. —

XM ANERFRT ERMRE,

Soon their common aim had but one object, that of escaping, rejoining Grant’s army, and
fighting together in the ranks of the Federals.

LB BIMRRIMIB—1, BBHAZRIE, EBFMAB=IFRIZEA, —EEERFAEARE
3,

The two Americans had from the first determined to seize every chance; —

X PEEAN—ABRMREMEE—MIZ; —

but although they were allowed to wander at liberty in the town, Richmond was so strictly
guarded that escape appeared impossible. —

BERREMNEAVTEREBREN, BELARTEZGN, RRUFEANFTEEN, —
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In the meanwhile Captain Harding was rejoined by a servant who was devoted to him in life
and in death. —

S5tER, BT ERE—RETFRKIIMAEREE, —

This intrepid fellow was a Negro born on the engineer’s estate, of a slave father and mother,
but to whom Cyrus, who was an Abolitionist from conviction and heart, had long since given his
freedom. —
EULRMFKKZBELEMEEHENERN, RKEALIWEK, BAE, — P MHFEONRLE
BNEXE, BRMLETHER, —

The once slave, though free, would not leave his master. He would have died for him. —
ENEBRURMIA, BAEEZEH, MAEEFMEHNEA, tEE MttmE. —

He was a man of about thirty, vigorous, active, clever, intelligent, gentle, and calm, sometimes
naive, always merry, obliging, and honest. —

b2 —N30SERMA, i, /&K, BB, R, B, 47, ENXE, R2REK. RTEH
A\ iﬁﬁio -

His name was Nebuchadnezzar, but he only answered to the familiar abbreviation of Neb.

i RFREMREM, Bt RmMEFASHIER,

When Neb heard that his master had been made prisoner, he left Massachusetts without
hesitating an instant, arrived before Richmond, and by dint of stratagem and shrewdness, after
having risked his life twenty times over, managed to penetrate into the besieged town. —
HSEMITRMINEARE, EARBEFTIFIEE, 2AELTH, FEHLIRIEANIER, B
20X EmfEbe, EHEATREIFAME, —

The pleasure of Harding on seeing his servant, and the joy of Neb at finding his master, can
scarcely be described.

BT REMARBEN, URERZEEARNRE, LFLTEEE,

But though Neb had been able to make his way into Richmond, it was quite another thing to get
out again, for the Northern prisoners were very strictly watched. —

BREEHRIBUEAERLR, EERBANRAMN—EE, FERiLHMRIEZEE™=EENR.

Some extraordinary opportunity was needed to make the attempt with any chance of success,
and this opportunity not only did not present itself, but was very difficult to find.

ATEFIEMY, FE LSRN S, EXHFMTSNIXASHR, mMERMEXD,

Meanwhile Grant continued his energetic operations. —

SibER, BEEREMMmNENTH. —
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